The first edition of "Comprehensive Textbook of Biostatistics and Research Methodology" has been recently published by Bhalani Publishing House, Mumbai. There are several classic and established books on the topic, but this one is unique in its presentation and well assimilating the updates in the field, especially with reference to popular information technology (IT) revolution. There are 35 chapters in the book and each is divided into well-structured subchapters. Despite written on the topic of statistics, the book is rather descriptive than mathematical in character. Due to this descriptive "nonintimidating" approach and minimum use of complex statistical notations, readers will discover that the study of Biostatistics and Research Methodology can be entertaining and interesting. Some of the chapters have appendices which provide interesting practical information and can help as ready reckoner. However, what I liked most is the exhaustive list of authoritative references at the end of each chapter and keeping to the promise of delivering the most updated information, inclusion of a large number of relevant and authentic web linkages. This book definitely has a potential of becoming a "must" in every community medicine professor's personal library. The two-column layout is usually used for books on statistics to save the space considering the nature of contents of such books. However, it could have been avoided in this book considering its descriptive nature, and hopefully, more impressive page layout is expected in future editions.
As per quote from Lewis and Burke -"You cannot simply use a statistic because you know how to calculate it. You must understand the rationale behind its development and limitations on its application imposed by the assumptions underlying it" -is the philosophy behind the book and that increases the value of book in the reader's cognizance.
